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Understand the Interface between 

Social Science and Power

• What is politics? The process by which groups of people 

make decisions (“who gets what, when, why, and how”)

• A maelstrom of political energy, vested interests and 

lobbying

• Formulate your research questions carefully. This is more 

than half of the job. As you question, you will be answered!

• Do not take facts at face-level: simply because someone 

says something, it does not need to be true

• Conclusions based not immediately on field-research, but 

seen in a broader context. Take a step back and see the 

larger picture

• Use research for social change



Research, Facts and Advocacy

• What is our theory of social change? 

• Knowledge + Noise = Social Change

• Knowledge for social change must be:

• Timely (know when the time is right)

• Accessible (breaking down figures and data to make 

sense)

• Accurate and credible (check and double-check data and 

figures)

• Advocacy by facts, not fiction. If facts are not correct, the 

advocacy fails

• Therefore research is an important part of public advocacy 

and social activism



A Better Understanding of Social 
Relations to Political Deliberations

• We should seek to bring a wider range of contextually 

sensitive evidence and arguments to bear on social 

problems

• As such, we should encourage the democratization of 

policy-making (“Tyranny of the Expert”)

• In order for a healthy relationship between state and citizen 

to evolve, there must be both spaces available for citizen 

engagement and the necessary skills of citizens to 

constructively and effectively contribute to public policies

• NGOs and think tanks have a crucial role in bridging ideal 

concepts into practical policies



The Deliberation of Ordinary Citizens has 
an Impact on Collective Problem Solving

• In Who Wants to be a Millionaire, 
chances of success are bigger if you 
“ask the audience” rather than “call a 
friend”,

• Social development is not linear or 
predictable. Experts have proven them-
selves incapable of answering the most 
pressing societal questions, not to 
mention workable solutions

• The expert is not the solution, he is the 
problem: 

– “A mathematician starts with a 
problem and creates a solution. A 
consultant starts by offering a 
‘solution’ and creates a problem”

• Poverty is the shortage of rights, not a 
shortage of expertize



Building and Sustaining Integrity in 

the Era of Post-truth Politics

• The quality of being honest and having strong moral principles

• Scientific temper: commitment to a systematic way of thinking, an 

allegiance to a way of building knowledge and explaining the universe 

through testing and factual observation

• Integrity in the research process (kata Pramudya, “Bersikap adillah

sejak dalam pikiran)” 

• Integrity in generating curiosity, as the basis for research and critical 

thinking

• Integrity in generating research questions, design data collection, 

analysis, communication etc.

• Integrity in managing organization in an era where the state-CSO/ 

university relationship is changing 

• Quality and innovative thinking are the key factors (“Publish or Perish”)
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